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Abstract. Sardinella lemuru is a small pelagic fish which is mostly caught in Java and Bali waters. It is important because of its high Omega-3 fatty acid. As pelagic fish that are found in relatively shallow waters and near the coast, it could be contaminated from the land. The purpose of this study is to analyse the mercury content of S. lemuru caught in three fishing ground in East Java (Prigi and Muncar) and Bali (Kedonganan). Fish samples were taken by random sampling and collected from November 2019 to March 2020 and analysed for mercury content using the Cold Rapoun Atomic Fluorescence method using the Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy (AAS) Shimadzu AA-6200. Furthermore, the Estimated Daily Intake (EDI) and Maximum Tolerable Intake (MTI) are calculated. The results showed that mercury concentration in S. lemuru were 0.938 ± 0.45 mg / kg and 0.58 ± 0.65 mg / kg for Kedonganan and Prigi, respectively. While, there is undetected mercury for Muncar fish samples. The mercury concentration identified are above the Indonesia standards (SNI and BPOM = 0.5mg / kg).  Moreover, the EDI value was higher than Provisional Tolerable Daily Intake -WHO. The mean value of MTI is 0.121 mg / week. If fish contaminated mercury was consumed in one week exceeds the MTI value, the heavy metal could affect the human health. 
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Introduction
Pelagic fish is one of the fish that is very popular in Indonesian because of its abundant and cheap price. This fish is easy to find as well because of its presence in shallow waters and close to the coast. This fish is a schooling species and forms high biomass around the upwelling area, such as Bali Strait to South Java(1). Upwelling is the process of rising seawater mass from the bottom to the sea surface which carries a lot of nutrients for fish life(2). 
In addition to being abundant, S. lemuru has benefits because it contains high Omega-3 fatty acids(3) which are the 3rd highest after mackerel and salmon(4). Omega-3 is known to be useful for human health, such as preventing coronary heart disease, preventing stunting(5), maintaining immunity(6), and many other benefits. Although S. lemuru has high benefits, due to its presence on the surface of the water, it is necessary to be aware of the presence of heavy metal pollutants (such as mercury) which are harmful to human health.
It has been documented that mercury causes the death of many people in Minamata Japan due to intake of mercury-tainted seafood(7). Mercury, a poisonous metal, has been shown to accumulate biologically in the tissues of fish, and humans who consume it(8). Previous studies reported that mercury is found in some waters and sediments where there is a lot of human activity(9). Mercury is also found in various marine products, such as Crassostrea cuculata oysters and Crassostrea glomerate(10). However, information on mercury content in pelagic fish in East Java and Bali waters is very limited, for example monitoring of mercury in several fish species including pelagic fish in Gresik waters (East Java)(11).
Limited information regarding the content of heavy metals in S. lemuru is the reason for this study. The purpose of this study was to determine the concentration of mercury contained in lemuru fish and to determine the safe level for lemuru consumption based on Estimated Daily Intake (EDI) and Maximum Tolerable Intake (MTI) values so that it might be as one information for the government in food safety policy.
Material and Method
Sardinella lemuru used in this study represented commercially available fish species most consumed by the community and the most abundant catch of the season.  The study sites are in the South of East Java and the Bali Strait which is known as the fishing ground of S. lemuru in Indonesia. There were three sampling sites of this study, i.e. Prigi Water (South of East Java), Muncar Water (East of East Java) and Kedonganan (Bali Water) (Figure 1). Sampling was conducted from November 2019 to March 2020. Fish samples put in a plastic bag and stored in the refrigerator, then soon analyzed in the laboratory. Sample preparation was conducted by separating the digestive tract, gills, and flesh from each fish then mashed and weighed up to - + 10gr. The sample was then subjected to a wet digestion process using Aquaregia reagent and analysis using Cold Rapoun Atomic Fluorescence method in Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy (AAS) Shimadzu AA-6200.

[image: ]
Figure 1. The three biggest fish landing of Sardinella lemuru in East Java and Bali Waters: Prigi (red solid triangle), Muncar (yellow solid circle) and Kedonganan (green solid square). 
After obtaining heavy metal data, the following analysis were done such as Estimated Daily Intake (EDI) and Maximum Tolerable Intake (MTI). EDI is used to determine the estimation of heavy metals that enter the body within 1 day obtained by formula 1 (12):
			(1)
C is the heavy metal concentration found in the sample; The daily fish consumption of the people of East Java is 45.2 grams/day in Bali Province, which is 37.7 grams/day (13). MTI is used to determine the value of weekly consumption that can be tolerated by the body in units of mg/kg. Before looking for the MTI value, first, the Maximum Weekly Intake (MWI) value is calculated using formula 2:
		(2)
BW is the estimated body weight of adults in Indonesia, which is 60kg. The PTWI value is the maximum tolerance limit per week issued by the WHO (World Health Organization). The PTWI value of the heavy metal mercury is 0.004 mg/kg body weight. The maximum weight limit for S. lemuru meat that the body can tolerate in one week (MTI) can then be calculated using the formula 3 (14):
				(3)
The results of MTI calculations can then become a consideration for the community in consuming S. lemuru in a week.
Result and Discussion
The concentration of mercury obtained in S. lemuru samples is shown in Figure 2. The concentration of mercury obtained at the Prigi fishing ground is 0.58 ± 0.65 mg/kg, Kedonganan fishing ground is 0.938 ± 0.45 mg/kg, and fishing ground Muncar is undetectable. If a comparison is made with the concentration of mercury in fish in other locations in the world (Table 2), the mercury concentration obtained in this study is quite high. The mercury concentration obtained is above the threshold value issued by BPOM and SNI, which is 0.5 mg/kg. In general, Mercury enters the waters due to human activities such as the gold craft industry around the estuarine of Mati River, Badung Regency, Bali Province(15) and can also be sourced from gold mining activities that produce mercury waste and are carried by rivers and toward into the sea(16), a mixture of facial / skin whitening ingredients (cosmetics), gold mining/gold processing waste, electrical equipment, antiseptic, diuretic, anti-fungal, insect repellent, and can be used as a preservative in vaccines (17).
In present study, a negative correlation was found between the concentration of heavy metals in S. lemuru and fish size (Figure 3). The Pearson coefficient value obtained is 0.392 which means that there is a weak correlation. The negative correlation between heavy metal concentrations and fish size does not necessarily mean that fish do not receive heavy metal concentrations at the beginning of their life phase, and absorb heavy metals when they are large; conversely, it is determined by the variation in feeding rate with the developmental stages of individual fish(18). The concentration of heavy metals contained in fish depends on the balance between absorption and release of heavy metals, both of which are influenced by various factors such as habitat, location, feeding behavior, and life stage of the fish. Young individuals with high dietary and metabolic activity showed a higher accumulation of heavy metals when compared to older fish(19). High concentrations of mercury were also present in a study conducted by (20) on Luvar fish (Luvarus imperialis) and tuna fish (Thunnus spp.), heavy metals can accumulate in the fish body through the bioaccumulation process.
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Figure 2. Mercury concentrations in S. lemuru caught in Prigi, Muncar, and Kedonganan fishing ground. Mercury concentration found is exceeded the safe threshold.
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Figure 3. Weak correlation between fish length and mercury concentration.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The estimated daily intake (EDI) obtained was above the PTDI (Provisional Tolerable Daily Intake) value  issued by WHO as 0.00057 mg/kg/day (Table 1). This value states that the concentration of heavy metals that enter the body in one day is already above the body's tolerance value for heavy metal mercury, of course, this can affect the health of the consumer's body(21).
The Maximum Tolerable Intake (MTI) obtained in the sample has very lightweight. This indicates that S. lemuru contains very high concentrations of mercury. The maximum value of mercury concentration that can enter the body (MWI) for adults assuming a weight of 60kg is 0.24 mg Hg/week. If people consume S. lemuru that exceeds the MTI value, the heavy metal is toxic in the human body (21).
Table 1. EDI (Estimated Daily Intake) and MTI (Maximum Tolerable Intake) value.
	Fishing ground
	Estimated Daily Intake Mercury (Hg)
	MTI Mercury / Hg (mg fish /week)

	Prigi
	0,026
	0,414

	Muncar
	0
	0,000

	Kedonganan
	0,035
	0,256

	Average
	0,031
	0,223



Table 2. Comparison of heavy metal concentration from different locations in the world
	Location
	Species
	Hg
	Reference

	Arabian Gulf
	Stolephorus indicus
	0.053
	(22)

	Black Sea, Turkey
	Scomber scombrus
	0,060 ± 0,03
	(23)

	
	Merlangius merlangus
	0,084 ± 0,05
	

	
	Mugil cephalus
	0,070 ± 0,04
	

	
	Pomatomus saltor
	0,062 ± 0,03
	

	
	Trachurus trachurus
	0,078 ± 0,05
	

	The Congolese Atlantic Coastal, Republic of Congo
	Arius latiscutatus
	0.41±0.23
	(24)

	
	Pentanemus quinquarius
	0.47±0.32
	

	
	Pseudotolithus elongatus
	0.49±0.32
	

	Tunisian Sea
	Sardinella aurita
	0.339 x 10-3
	(25)

	
	Sardina pilchardus
	0.647 x 10-3
	

	Atlantic Ocean, Southeast Brazil
	Sardinella brasiliensis
	0.128 ± 0.045
	(26)

	
	Caranx latus
	0.211 ± 0.113
	

	
	Katsuwonus pelamis
	0.210 ± 0.362
	

	Peninsular, Malaysia
	Selar boops
	0.555
	(27)

	
	Atule mate
	0.458
	

	
	Decapterus macrosoma
	0.354
	

	Prigi (Indonesia)
	Sardinella lemuru
	0,58±0,65 
	This study

	Muncar (Indonesia)
	Sardinella lemuru
	0
	This study

	Kedonganan (Indonesia)
	Sardinella lemuru
	0,938±0,45
	This study


Conclusion
The heavy metal mercury found in S. lemuru is above the threshold issued by BPOM and SNI. Heavy metal concentrations were also found to be above average mercury in fish in other countries. There is a negative correlation between fish size and the concentration of heavy metal mercury, this is influenced by the habitat, location, feeding behavior, and life stage of the fish. Estimated Daily Intake (EDI) is above the PTDI provisions issued by WHO. The Tolerable Weekly Intake (TWI) obtained has a small weight because it contains a very high concentration of mercury for consumption. This study provides important information for the community so that people are more alert and know the safe limits of consuming S. lemuru and can become one of the government inputs in food safety policy.
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